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Liberty School District
Grappling With Mold

By Nathan Mayberg

LIBERTY — After |3 years of
vomplaining about moldy conditions
and a teaking roof at the Liberty Mid-
dle Schooi Library, Angela Page, (he
school’s librarian, was able to get the
federal government (o document the
safety hazards and issue a report on
thent

Her reward?

A unanimous decision by the §ib-
erty Central School Disirict Monday
to force et into retirement.

The Centers fur Disease Control
and Prevention’™s National Institule
tor Occupational Safety and Heaith
(NIOSH, o division of the United
States Department of Health aned
Family Services) has issued a dw-
tailed and tengthy report which iden-
tifies a host of health thredts caused
by mold, water leaks and damage.

Among the wreas cited Tor mold
damage were the Middle School
statrweH mud mural, The south side of

the school was cited for numerous
water lesks around its windows. One
hoiler rootn in the clementary school
was found 10 have water incursion.
Rusty and possibly moldy blinds
were located in the high school li-
brary,

The full report can be found ou
the Infemet at www.libertyk i 2.arg/
niosh/reports.stuml.

According 10 NIOSH, the request
for the report on the elememary
school was initially made by the dis-
trict’s facnlty union, but the request
on the middle and high school wus
officialty mude by Superimtendent
Lawrence Clurke,

The dist of health concerns
brought by fcachers invheded respira-
tory problems, allergies, asthma,
vashes, sinus prablems, headaches
and numbness

The msuance of the veport and the
word thut Page would be forced to ve-

tire sent over 100 parents, students.
and teachers to the Board of Educa-
tion meeting Monday. But most of
their voices were silenced through
the actions of the board, led by Pres-
ident David Burke. Burke limited
publhic comment at the start of the
meeting to just o few speakers. He
said anybady who wished 10 speak
about the NTOSH report must choose
a representative to speak for them. A
nwnber of parents and teachers spoke
aut in disgust, and many walked out,

Among those whe signed wp (o
comment was Miranda Hardy, a stu-
dent in the high school and the
daughter of Page. When asked why
she wasn’t allowed to be heard,
Burke tuld her the board was lollow-
ing s own procedure which allows
mectings 1o move on and be more
praductive.

Although the policy was wlopted
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in 1999, it had rarely, it ever, been
etfarced, according o people whao
had anended meetings in the past,

“I you want to write us, you can.”
satd Burke o those who protested his
clamping down on public comment.
“We're not going to have a debate on
i

“Isn't this America?” responded
one wWoman.

And at least one person peinted
aut that Burke could be vistnlerpret-
ing the board’s own policy. The poli-
ey says that any group or organizi-
tion wishing 10 address the board
must identify @ single spokesperson.
He referred o some people as be-
lenging to the NIOSH group - al-
though there was no such group. The
sante parent recommended that the
board revisit its public commem pol-
iy,

Hardy was ultimately allowed 1o
comunent on her mother's forced re-
tirement at the end of the meeting oi-
ter most of the people had already
lett. She asked if the school had &
policy on how to act if a teacher or
student gets sick from meld. Clarke
said there 1s no policy, but there is @
writlen procedure.

Throughout the back-end-forth,
there was no comment by the rest of
the board.

Outside  the meeting.  John
Buchanan voiced his displeasure
with the actions.

"1 am really concerned by this,
This doesa’t seem like democracy 4t
all. There were a lot of people there
who wanted 1o speak about this -
sue.”

John Webber said. ~Lveryone here
15 a part of a conununity. We all want
1o he treated like o communiey.”

Gae ol the fow allowed to speak
wus Sue Huggler, head of the usion
representing teachers” assistants and
ades. She used 0 work in the coad
bin room ot the elememary schook.
which allegedly had bigh amounts of
carbon dlioxade in the air. The room is
gsed for classreoms. She sad she has
suffered mamy respiratory problems
as 4 resub.

She called on the houard o close
the room as recommended by the
NEISH 1eport.

“We huve o right 1o asafe workimg
epvitonment.” she said,

Gury Sawyer, the Director of Fa-
cilities Yor the district. was asked to
give a presemtation on what the
school is doing to address the issues
made i the report. He began in

hushed voice but was urged by the
crowvd to speak up. He stated thay all
areas where modd was identified have
been cleaned up. Windows still need
1o be replaced. he said. Afr sampling
will he conducted by Sullivan Conn.
ty BOCES. he stated.

Sawver udmitted that there are “a
lot of ihings we haven't gotten b
vet,” He said he had o limited sgaff
which is doing the best it can. After
he spoke, Sawyer attempied w lesve
the huslding but was stapped by some
in the crowd who wrged him to stay
and ppswer questions. However,
Sawyer never had to answer any
guestions from the public, as most of
them were not allowed to speak,

Former Board President Philip
Olsen noted the diswrict’s residents
approved a $375,000 renovation pro-
ject for the middle school. which is
expected to remediate a longstanding
druinage issue at the school. The
school was controversially huilt on a
damp parcel which has had leaking
problems since i1 was first construct-
ed.

Olsen said that part of the project
will replace the reof at the muddle
schoo! library, which has been the fo-
cal puint of Page's concerns for the
last 13 years. Burke said the bourd
will review the bils in privade this
Thursday.

Local resident Padme Devine
asked if the public would be invited
10 etisure the contractor who is hared
5 qualified. Burke said that was ot
the normal practice, and there were
no indications that the meeting would
be opened to the public.

She also questioned whether the
bour! was attacking the problems in
the right manner. She was among
those. including Page. who suppornt
the hiring of a toxicologist o handle
the work.

“1 umm very. very concerned about
the health of our kids here,” Devine
said.

Antheny Hibbert. who runs Per-
fect House — & home consulting busi-
ness which provides professional
home and mold mspections. mold re-
moval. radon and water lesting ser-
vices - recommended hiring an in-
dustrial hygienist. He said therc s a2
specific procedure in removing mnid.
If not followed correctly, people
vould hecome sicker. he said.

He said simply hiring an architect
ti make renovations. as the board had
said i was doing, would not be
enough. The problem could get
worse, and 1t would only make the
school pay more v the Jong run.
Burke then said he agreed and called
Hibbert's advice a very good recom-
mendation.

Tim Hamblin. the president of the
Liberiy Faculty Association {the
tcachers” uniony. called the action by
the board to place Page on involan-
tary retirement “intokerable.” He saud
Page wasn't allowed to return to
work due to the unhealthy atmos-
phere of her work environment. He
satid the board should sobve the safery
hazards so she can return,

He alse alleged thut the board had
put the fear of retnbution inte teach-
ers by retahating agamst others who
complained in the past about work
conditions.

Burke defended the board's re-
sponse to the matier by puinting 1o
the $375.4000 regovation project. He
said the board was the first 1o tackie o
problem that has bwen ongoing for
more than u decads.

“We are gueing o Jdo whalever
needs to be done.” he said.

Clarke said the project would in
clade  roofing.  chimney  waork.
drainage work o mitigaie water
runoff, landscaping v protect sl
from sliding inte the building, und
sealing windows from water leakage.

Both Burke wnd Clarke declined
o eonrment on the forced seurement
of Page., citing 1t as a peesonng! mat-
ter.

On Tuwesday, Page swid she had
heen tokl the district had submned
papers 1o the New York State Teach-
ers’ Retirenent Systom for her <is-
ahility retiremmeni. The uniun s work-
1y on her behalf. she saud.

But Puge wanted t© conventrate
wore on the health hazards she be-
leved still remain m the schoeol. She
said the conditions in the library
where she used to work were so
hanmtel, she started faiming, Toxins
from constantly breathing in the mohl
overwhetmed her immune syslem.
Her system has been penetated so
deephy. she can’t wlerate gas or per-
fume. She wews u resprator when
she goes out i public. She hasah
worked in over a year

The library was bleached. but that
onlv nade the mold grow more toxe,
she satd, Por 13 vears, ihe roo!
leaked. causing 1the cetding @ col-
tapse and the tug w0 be replaced.
Shelves fell down. books bgcame
moldy and had 1o be discarded. I was
in the precess of examining such
books that Page soid she was exposed
most significantly. )

She saigd there are many toxic
threats tn the school which need to be
dealt with by professionals who deal
with such chemicals.

“Our children deserve nothimg
{ess than a safe place w go o school,
My issue has become secondary next
o the larver health ixste.” she said,



